
 

 
Global Electrification: clearing a pathway through COP31 

By Anne-Sophie Cerisola,  Norbert Gorißen, Linda Kalcher 
  
1. The current state of play 
  
In the past six months, clean electrification has become both a domestic priority and an 
international rallying call. On the international stage, the issue of dependency on fossil fuels 
was raised by President Lula at the beginning of COP30 in Belém which led to a COP 
presidency initiative on a global roadmap to transition away from fossil fuels, with 
electrification as a major lever. Three months later, the war in Iran and the closure of the 
Strait of Hormuz exposed the global economy for the second time (after Ukraine) in 5 years 
to the severe risks of dependence on fossil fuel supplies. Soaring energy prices drove up 
inflation and caused many countries to rapidly scale up renewable energy deployment and 
electrification to enhance energy security by cutting fossil fuel imports. Given this context, 
calling for an acceleration of electrification was a logical next step. 
  

a)​ The “Electrify Now” campaign and platform 
  
On 23 June, the United Kingdom (UK) government and the European Commission, also 
supported by business organisations, launched a global campaign and platform titled 
“Electrify Now”. A “Leaders’ Statement” published the same day and signed by the European 
Commission, the COP30 Presidency (Brazil), the COP31 Presidency (Türkiye, Australia), the 
COP32 Presidency (Ethiopia), Canada, the Philippines, the Republic of Korea (ROK), the 
United Kingdom, the International Energy Agency (IEA) and the International Renewable 
Energy Agency (IRENA), detailed the campaign’s goals: 
  
“Working together, we will: 

1.        Unlock ambition across all regions of the globe by showcasing successes, 
identifying opportunities, securing commitments and strengthening delivery 
plans. 

2.        Accelerate clean electrification at scale by working with existing initiatives and 
partners to address shared policy, regulatory and investment barriers to 
electrification, grids, storage and renewable energy generation; and 

3.        Support Emerging Markets and Developing Economies (EMDEs) to take full 
advantage of the strategic opportunity to accelerate their domestic energy 
resilience and economic prosperity through clean electrification, with the full 
support of International Financial Institutions (IFIs), philanthropy, the private 
sector and others.” 

  
The campaign and the platform are clearly focused on reducing the dependency on fossil 
fuels which is a welcome reference to one of the key goals agreed at COP28 on 
“transitioning away from fossil fuels”. An acceleration of the clean electrification rate would 
indeed be a very clear indicator of success in the implementation of this decision, especially 
if coupled with the targets agreed at COP28 to triple renewables and double energy 
efficiency. Taken together, these goals could also contribute to reaching the Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG7) to achieve universal access to energy by 2030. 
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What matters now is to move quickly from generic pledge to concrete delivery: the 
promoters of “Electrify Now” need to join forces with the COP31 Presidency to 
broaden this coalition to include more developing countries and work on concrete 
packages of support. 
 

b)​ Implementing a global electrification indicator 
  
The “Electrify Now”  Leaders’ Statement makes an explicit link between  “Electrify Now”  and 
discussions under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) by “welcoming the COP31 Presidency's announcement that in alignment with 
IEA and IRENA analysis, discussion of a global electrification target of 35% of final energy 
demand by 2035 will be central at COP31”. COP31 President Minister Murat Kurum 
(Türkiye) has indeed stated that electrification was one of his priorities for COP31 with an 
“aim to accelerate the clean energy transition by raising the global electrification rate to 35 
percent”. The COP31 president further underlined that he did not intend for his priorities to 
be part of the negotiation: “we do not approach these areas as a list of agenda items. We 
see them as a framework for implementation, designed to produce concrete results”. 
  
This approach seems wise: electrification should be seen not so much as an abstract 
target but as an indicator of a successful clean energy transition. Parties now need to 
focus on delivery and results in a pragmatic and cooperative manner. And there are indeed 
many challenges countries need to address to accelerate electrification: from finding the 
right incentives (taxation, subsidies, standards, market signals), to deploying the 
infrastructure at scale (grids, storage) and managing the combined acceleration of 
electrification and curbing the demand for fossil fuels. Uniting governments, industries 
and financiers to provide support to countries that all need to address these 
challenges should be the main goal of “Electrify Now”. 
  
  
2. What needs to happen between now and COP31? 
  
Past presidencies have been the most successful when they have presented well in advance 
and faithfully executed their plans to deliver outcomes at COP. This is the recipe of success 
for Türkiye and Australia as well: after consulting with Parties and main stakeholders, in 
particular governments and industries promoting “Electrify Now”, the COP31 Presidency 
could design and propose a clear plan to deliver its electrification priority, assemble a 
broad and diverse coalition of Parties and stakeholders to support it, and work toward 
an ambitious consensus. 
  
The contours of this plan could be as follows: 
  
a) First, a clear definition of the expectations and outcome needed at COP31 by the 
pre-COP. Guarantee the environmental integrity of the “Electrify Now” campaign by ensuring 
the focus on fossil-free energy, especially in a context of a possible return of coal and the 
use of domestic gas resources in some geographies. Work with the International Energy 
Agency, a strategic partner of the COP31 Presidency, on the identification of bottlenecks in 
regions and countries. Finally, engage with Parties to test the possible outcomes at COP31 
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for this electrification priority: a new voluntary coalition? a presentation of a series of 
voluntary national electrification investment plans? a factual mention in a decision? a 
Presidency declaration?; etc. 
  
b) Second, a presentation of the process needed to get a convincing and concrete outcome 
and structure the discussions between these various actors on the way to COP and at 
COP31 itself. The action agenda energy days should be structured around challenges that 
need solutions and responses: since electrification is part of a broader agenda, it can be 
addressed through existing mechanisms or initiatives such as the Just Transition Mechanism 
or the Transition away from fossil fuels (TAFF) roadmaps. 
  
c) Third, electrification government champions demonstrate how they will lead by delivering 
results at home. These champions are already identified: they are the signatories of the  
“Electrify Now” Leaders’ Statement. The four main economies among them - Canada, the 
EU, ROK and UK - have an electrification rate currently hovering between 20 and 25% of 
their final energy consumption. All four have committed to some form of electrification action 
plan with the EU, for example, working on an “ambitious electrification target” which could 
be, at best, at least 50% by 2040, with indicative milestones of 32% in 2030 and 40% in 
2035. Last May, the Canadian government launched consultations for a new National 
Electricity Strategy to double the capacity of the grid by 2050 and supply “clean, reliable and 
affordable” energy with a focus on nuclear, hydro, wind and solar. Similar actions are 
ongoing in the UK and ROK. Finally, even if it was not a signatory of the “Electrify Now” 
Leaders’ Statement, China has been the reigning champion of renewable energy and 
electrification for a while now: it should be one of the main objectives of the COP31 
Presidency and its “Electrify Now” partners to enrol China in this global electrification effort. 
  
d) Fourth, the Presidency itself needs to demonstrate its own credibility by working on the 
delivery of its own clean electrification indicator. Both Türkiye and Australia need to 
demonstrate that they too are serious about delivering such an acceleration at home. And 
both need to accelerate their transition away from fossil fuels to ensure that their 
electrification is not carbon-intensive. It is a difficult undertaking, but necessary to 
demonstrate their seriousness and commitment. 
  
e) Fifth, and this is the true test of the seriousness and credibility of the “Electrify Now” 
campaign and the COP 31 Presidency: work with governments, business and financiers on 
what can be done in a very concrete manner to support developing countries. Electrification 
will be harder to implement for the many countries that are facing multiple development 
challenges, the absence of any clarity on the future climate finance, Official Development 
Assistance (ODA), and a continued debt crisis. The EU has a number of development, trade 
and investment agreements and partnerships that are focused on providing support for 
energy transition: can the Directorate-General for International Partnership (DG INTPA) 
present and showcase the most effective projects? The “Electrify Now” Leaders' Statement 
promises a “platform” to support Emerging Markets and Developing Economies (EMDEs): 
when and how is it going to be operationalised? What’s the connection with existing 
mechanisms like the Global Energy Transition Forum? China itself is engaged in a myriad of 
bilateral engagements aiming at supporting energy transition: could some of these projects 
contribute to the implementation package needed at COP31? There are already a number of 
in-country delivery mechanisms in place in many developing countries, from Just Energy 
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Transition Partnerships (JETPs) to country platforms: they should be used as priority 
conduits for the delivery of electrification aid.  
  
f) Sixth, once you get the buy-in of Parties and stakeholders and have secured all these 
elements, stick to the plan. 
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