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1. Introduction

The rotating presidency of the Council of the European Union is a six-month period during
which one Member State chairs the Council’s work, chairs meetings of the various Council
formations (except the Foreign Affairs Council in most cases), and represents the Council in
relations with the other EU institutions.

Under the Treaty of Lisbon and the “trio” presidency system, each set of three successive
countries works together on an 18-month programme to ensure continuity of the EU agenda.
The current trio consists of Poland (January-June 2025), Denmark (July-December 2025),
and Cyprus (January-June 2026). Following Cyprus’s term, Ireland will assume the
presidency (Jul-Dec 2026). Thus, the next trio (during the Cyprus presidency) will be
Denmark-Cyprus-Ireland.

This policy brief outlines how Cyprus can utilise its presidency to promote issues of particular
relevance to the country within the EU agenda, with a special emphasis on energy, water,
climate adaptation/resilience and transport infrastructure. By leveraging its unique position
as an island state in the eastern Mediterranean, Cyprus can champion themes of island
energy transition, water scarcity, connectivity, and sustainable mobility, while contributing to
the broader EU goals of energy security, green transition, and territorial cohesion.

2. The current key EU files and Cyprus’s inherited agenda

At the cusp of the Cyprus presidency, the EU is grappling with a broad agenda: the twin
green and digital transitions; energy security post-Ukraine war; climate adaptation and
nature restoration; sustainable transport networks (TEN-T); water resilience; and continued
work on the 2028-34 Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) and strategic autonomy. The
Trio Programme for the Poland-Denmark-Cyprus cycle frames three overarching themes: “A

Strong and Secure Europe”, “A Prosperous and Competitive Europe”, and “A Free and
Democratic Europe”.

For Cyprus, in particular, the workload is substantial: it will inherit approximately 330 subject
files, of which roughly half are new proposals, according to Cypriot officials. Cyprus has
already outlined its broad priorities: advancing the green and digital transitions, ensuring
energy security, promoting sustainable agriculture, strengthening EU relations with
neighbouring regions, including the Middle East, and supporting Ukraine.

In this context, Cyprus will need to manage ongoing legislative files (for example, related to
renewable energy legislation, water directive revision, maritime connectivity, TEN-T reform,
transport decarbonisation) as well as opportunity agendas where it can propose new
initiatives. The island’s presidency offers a unique opportunity for leadership: Cyprus can act
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as an honest broker in the Council, drive consensus, and highlight issues tied to its national
profile that also have EU-wide relevance.

3. Cyprus’s key national interests and the island perspective

As an island state in the eastern Mediterranean, Cyprus has a series of specific interests
that align with the EU agenda but also offer distinctive leverage for action during its
presidency.

Firstly, on water: Cyprus faces acute challenges of water scarcity, increasing drought
frequency, changing rainfall patterns, soil aridity and pressures on agriculture. The island’s
climate is Mediterranean, with intensifying heat waves and forest fires, making water
management and climate adaptation existential issues.

Secondly, on energy: Historically reliant on imported heavy fuel oils and isolated from the
mainland EU grid, Cyprus has become one of the last EU Member States to link to a
continental network (via, e.g. the EuroAsia or Great Sea Interconnector projects). Solar
potential is among the highest in the EU (over 3,300 sunshine hours annually), and Cyprus
is increasingly focusing on renewables, energy efficiency and interconnection.

Thirdly, on transport and connectivity: As an island, the logistics and mobility challenges are
somewhat intensified (maritime transport, aviation, electrification, HVDC cables, submarine
interconnectors). The island dimension also emphasises the need for resilient energy &
transport systems.

Fourthly, regarding climate extremes and the Mediterranean agenda, Cyprus is vulnerable
to wildfires, coastal erosion, inundation risks, and biodiversity loss. Urban heat stress,
tourism pressures and rural depopulation combine to underline the need for proactive
adaptation and resilient infrastructure. For example, Cyprus has recently been selected by
the European Commission to host a regional firefighting hub.

Fifthly, on competitiveness and cohesion: As a smaller member state, Cyprus has a strong
interest in strengthening territorial, social and economic cohesion, advancing regional
connectivity (including to Mediterranean and Eastern Partnership states), and building an
island-based model of sustainable development.

These national interests equip Cyprus with both the motive and credibility to shape the EU
agenda during its presidency term, particularly within the themes of energy security, water
resilience, climate adaptation, and transport decarbonisation.

4. The Cyprus Agenda

Below are concrete areas where Cyprus can lead and deliver added value during its
presidency, aligned with both national interests and EU strategic goals.

4.a Climate extremes and adaptation



The CoR (and Cyprus) should push to place climate-extreme events firmly on the EU
agenda. Cyprus can host a high-level event during its presidency, focusing on Mediterranean
heat waves, forest fires, droughts, and their cascading effects on agriculture, tourism, water
supplies, and infrastructure. The presidency can propose a “Mediterranean Resilience Pact”
within the EU framework, emphasising adaptation finance, emergency-response capacity,
and cross-border cooperation on the southern flank.

During this event, Cyprus can lead the agenda on nature-based solutions (coastal dunes,
wetlands restoration, and brackish-water systems), wildfire prevention (linked to the new EU
Wildfire Regulation), and promote the establishment of a dedicated EU “Island Climate
Resilience Task Force” covering EU islands and peripheral territories. (See The EU Nature
Restoration Regulation)

In doing so, Cyprus can contribute a model for how smaller or peripheral EU regions can be
both vulnerable and innovative in adaptation, thereby reinforcing the EU’s overall resilience.

4.b Water — scarcity, management, innovation

Water is a thematic area where Cyprus can strike a chord with many Member States (for

example, Greece, Bulgaria, Malta, Spain, Portugal) facing scarcity or pressure. During its
presidency, Cyprus can propose a dedicated “Blue-Water & Climate Forum” under the EU
umbrella, bringing together national/regional/local authorities from arid Mediterranean and
adjacent regions to share best practices (desalination, rainwater capture, smart irrigation,
stormwater management).

The presidency can seek to place water resilience as a common EU priority, for example, by
aligning with the ongoing review of the Water Framework Directive (WFD) and the upcoming
adaptation and nature restoration programmes. Cyprus can suggest that the Commission
launch a study on “Island Water Systems and Climate Resilience” to examine how islands
adapt to water stress and produce policy recommendations for the EU.

Cooperation with EU-funded research (Horizon Europe) in water-smart technologies and
with Interreg networks across the Mediterranean would further reinforce the agenda. Cyprus
can use its presidency as a platform to launch a call for pilot projects in smart water
management for islands and semi-arid regions, co-funded under the Connecting Europe
Facility (CEF) or Cohesion funds.

4.c Energy - island transition, interconnection and new technologies

Energy is perhaps the strongest field in which Cyprus can establish a distinctive profile.
Given the island’s isolation from the EU grid and high dependence on imported oil, the
energy transition presents both a challenge and an opportunity. Cyprus can promote itself as
a “Living Lab” for island decarbonisation, and during its presidency, push for an EU “Island
Clean Energy Compact”. This could include commitments on solar generation, battery
storage, demand-side management (DSM) and HVDC interconnectors.

Cyprus can propose hosting the next meeting of the Central and South-Eastern Europe
Energy Connectivity (CESEC) (with a dedicated session on the Black Sea-Mediterranean



energy corridor) under its presidency, focusing on integrating offshore wind, interconnectors,
smart grids, battery storage, and hydrogen in the southern flank of Europe.

Cyprus can use its presidency to initiate a debate on “Energy Islands as Engines of EU
Security”: how islands (Mediterranean, Baltic, Arctic) can contribute to EU grid resilience,
renewable integration and reduced reliance on external fossil-fuel imports. Cyprus might
champion a Council Conclusion or Presidency Statement on “Renewables, Storage and
Long-Distance HVDC for Islands and Peripheries”.

In transport-energy linkages, Cyprus can advance the electrification of transport (see 4.d
below) and promote synergies between transport, grid and renewable-energy systems
(vehicle-to-grid, smart charging, island micro-grids).

Additionally, Cyprus should ensure that the ongoing revision of the Renewable Energy
Directive (RED lll) and the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD) incorporates
strong provisions for remote/island territories and raises awareness of the cost-effectiveness
of island-renewable systems.

4.d Transport and connectivity

Given its island nature and compact territory, Cyprus is well-positioned to advocate for the
rapid electrification of transport and sustainable maritime and aviation solutions. During its
presidency, Cyprus can organise an informal ministerial conference on “Island Mobility 2030”
that focuses on EV expansion, infrastructure rollout, smart mobility, and intermodal transport
in island states.

State-of-the-art charging networks, large-scale deployment of electric buses,
demand-response systems in mobility, and the integration of renewables into transport
should feature prominently. Cyprus can also lead on the maritime front, including sustainable
maritime transport, the electrification of short-sea shipping (through battery- or
hybrid-powered vessels), hydrogen-ammonia pilot projects on Mediterranean ferry routes,
and incentives for shore-side power in ports. As an island, these pathways are highly
relevant and provide exemplars for other EU islands and remote regions.

In aviation, Cyprus could propose accelerating the uptake of sustainable aviation fuels
(SAF), establishing cargo-drone corridors for remote island/rural supply chains, and
exploring inter-island electric/zero-emissions aircraft pilots.

On connectivity, Cyprus may push for full integration of the island’s links into the
Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) framework, including the maritime dimension
and alternative-fuel infrastructures (charging, hydrogen) under the Alternative Fuels
Infrastructure Directive (AFID). This aligns with the trio’s theme of “Prosperous and
Competitive Europe”.

4.e Agriculture, biodiversity and competitiveness

Although not the primary focus, agriculture strongly intersects with water, climate extremes,
and island-specific conditions. Cyprus can host a policy forum on “Agriculture Resilience in
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Arid and Island Regions,” exploring precision irrigation, drought-resistant crops, agroforestry,
wildfire mitigation, and sustainable tourism linkages. By integrating agriculture into the
water-energy-climate nexus, Cyprus can enhance policy coherence while delivering
relevance to other Mediterranean states.

In the domain of competitiveness, Cyprus can advance its ambition to become a
“Sustainable Energy & Connectivity Hub” for the Eastern Mediterranean. This could involve
positioning itself as a hub for battery storage and renewable energy, an export platform for
solar/hydrogen, and a node in submarine cable networks. These ambitions serve both
national development and EU goals of strategic autonomy, industrial resilience and green
growth. The presidency can launch an informal high-level roundtable on “Green Industrial
Islands: From Tourism to Technology” to tie together the island’s tourism economy,
renewable energy investments, and innovation ecosystem.

5. Conclusion

The Republic of Cyprus assumes the presidency of the Council of the European Union in the
first half of 2026 at a moment of profound transformation and challenge: the twin transitions
(green and digital), energy security disruption, climate extremes in the Mediterranean,
accelerating water stress, and the need for resilient transport and connectivity. Cyprus has a
unique opportunity, due to its island geography, renewable potential, connectivity constraints,
water stress, and regional positioning, to shape the EU agenda in ways that matter both for
the Union and for itself.

By focusing its presidency on the themes of climate adaptation/ extremes, water resilience,
energy transition and transport/ connectivity, Cyprus can leave a significant mark. It has the
opportunity to propose new initiatives (such as the Mediterranean Resilience Pact,
Blue-Water Forum, Island Clean Energy Compact, and Island Mobility Agenda) and deliver
key events, Council conclusions, and presidency statements that elevate island- and
peripheral-region issues into the mainstream of EU policymaking.

In doing so, Cyprus will not only advance its own national interests but contribute to the EU’s
broader goals of energy security, territorial cohesion, climate resilience, connectivity and
competitiveness. Its presidency can become a blueprint for how island states and peripheral
regions can lead in the green transition, mobility innovation and digital connectivity —
thereby reinforcing the EU’s strategic autonomy and global positioning.

The Cyprus Agenda is therefore not simply a national to-do list, but a strategic opportunity
for the Union. If Cyprus masters the balance of broker and agenda-setter, it can turn six
months into a legacy of structural impact and policy momentum.



